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Wraith of Odin racing in the 179th Australia Day regatta. - Australia Day Regatta 2015 

John Jeremy 

Australia Day regatta - Wraith of Odin contested five early Sydney Hobart ocean races, the first in 1952. 
Yesterday, more than 65 years later, the 60-foot ketch yesterday won the Division 1 (Classic Yachts) race at 
the 179th Australia Day on Sydney Harbour.  
 
Skippered by owner Keith Glover and carrying her original sail number ‘CYCA 55’, Wraith of Odin finished second 
around the course to Nigel Stoke’s Fidelis, the 66-foot line honours winner of the 1966 Sydney Hobart.  
 



 
Fidelis took line honours at the 179th Australia Day regatta - Australia Day Regatta 2015 
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On corrected time Wraith of Odin won the non-spinnaker race from John Sturrock’s Eudoria and Bill Loader’s 
Wathara, a Dublin Bay 24. A fleet of 11 sailed in Division 1 (Classic, non-spinnaker), including other former ocean 
racing yachts as Fidelis, Vittoria, Mr Christian and Southerly.  
 
Wraith of Odin was built in 1949-50 in the Forster-Tuncurry area of Northern New South Wales by highly regarded 
master builder Alf Johansson for Dr Brian O’Brien from Sydney, to a design by the famous US yacht designer John 
Alden of Boston.  
 
Brien and Dagmar O’Brien had sailed their earlier yacht, Conella, in the second Sydney Hobart Race in 1946 but were 
forced to retire from the race. However, it gave Mrs O’Brien the honour of being one of the first two women to sail in 
the now famous race, the other being Jane (Jenny) Tate from Hobart who sailed with her husband Horrie on Active.  
 
Dagmar O’Brien sailed several more races with her husband on Wraith of Odin, even taking their three year old son 
Raud on the Sydney Hobart.  
 
Almost 50 years later, as only the second owner, Keith Glover bought Wraith of Odin from Dagmar O’Brien’s and has 
lovingly restored the classic ketch, the work being done by Ken and Colin Beashel in Elvina Bay.  
 
Since owning Wraith of Odin, Glover has sailed her across the Tasman to contest the 2010 famous Oceanridge 
Auckland Anniversary Regatta Race, New Zealand’s oldest nautical event.  
 



 
Division 1 fleet racing in the 179th Australia Day Regatta on Sydney Harbour, with the 30-square metre Fagel Grip in foregound - Australia Day 

Regatta 2015 
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The Australian yacht won the Division 1 trophy by just one second from the classic racing yacht Rainbow, owned and 
sailed by Brad Butterworth, the Kiwi America’s Cup sailor. Wraith of Odin went to win the series, believed to be the 
first Australian yacht to achieve this.  
 

 
Gloomy day on Sydney Harbour with historical skiffs in foreground!mist in the back - Australia Day Regatta 2015 
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A fleet of almost 80 keelboats contested the 179th Australia Day Regatta, Australia’s oldest nautical event on what 
could only be described as a ‘gloomy’ day with heavy cloud, rain showers and only light to moderate winds on Sydney 
Harbour.  
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